LIFE AND WORKS OF VAZHAKUNNAM VASUDEVAN NAMBUDIRJ

with the central theme, the dramatist tries to explain. Vazhakunnam
through the sequence of the dramatic changes has ended the drama
as a comedy by having narrated the marriage of Rukmini and
Krishna at the end. Krishna's greatness is that the dramatist has
tried to realise, being a great devotee of Krishna himself.

The humour and the Keralite traditional attitude of the drama-
tist is evident on certain occasions. For example, when Duryodhana
was asked why only Vikarna had accompanied them his reply to
Jarasandha was that only he knew the 'veliyottu*.30 In Keralite
Nambudiri style 'veliyottu', means the mantras to be recited as a
past of the marriage rituals. A purely Keralite atmosphere can be
experienced as one goes through the 1st ranga of the 2nd anka.
31 The dialogue is interesting.

Senior purohit  : Is the milk in excess?

Garland Maker : Yes

Junior Purohit  : By the 'Cheriya Tampuratti'

Is it not?
Senior Purohit : At what time should it reach after being

offered as 'Nedyam'.
Garland maker : After the Attazham'is over when she goes

to the upstair for 'Pallikkuruppu'.

The words Cheriya Thampuratti, Nedyam, Attazham,
Pallikkuruppu (sleeping), Trikkanparkal (To see) all these pure

30. Ibid., p. 34

31. Ibid., pp. 26-34.
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